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Ethical and legal issues facing oncology nurses
	Oncology nursing is an essential profession that deals with the care of patients with cancer. They are concerned with the patients’ diagnosis, medication, and complications (Aycock & Boyle, 2009). They ensure an improvement in patients’ quality of life. This paper will deal with ethical problems nurses faced, including end-of-life medication decisions, patient care problems, human rights concerns, and various strategies they employed to manage the conflicts (Park, 2009).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Disturbing issues under the end-of-life treatment decisions and patient care conflicts included prolonged dying methods, which involved inappropriate procedures, patient abuse, neglect, and limited access to nursing care due to staffing patterns (Park, 2009).  Additionally, treatment or non-treatment without consideration of patient and family wishes. Other reviews showed that nurses were disturbed by incompetent and staffing pattern issues, impaired workmates, and provision of care with potential risks to RN's health (Park, 2009).  
Oncology nurses addressed the ethical problems personally. In one study, 68% of respondents were reported taking their situations to higher administrative authorities (Park, 2009).  Besides, it was reported that many nurses initiated discussions with colleagues about their ethical problems. A small number of nurses consulted the ethical committee, one of the leading resources considered by nurses.
	It is evident that the majority of ethical issues discussed in this paper have been categorized into three; end-of-life, human rights problems, and patient care issues (Park, 2009). Addressing these issues is among the roles nurses play to ensure that they deliver their services efficiently. For that reason, nurses are expected to be provided with exceptional support to respond to the issues they face ethically.  
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